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One Day (or more) in Bellagio
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Lake Como
It is no mistake that Bellagio is called the "pearl" of Lake Como. It is undoubtedly the most famous resort on the lake. For centuries, Bellagio's scenic location has enchanted artists and writers, not only from Italy but also from abroad. It is situated on the tip of a headland that divides the lake into the two legs of Como and Lecco.
The town stretches along the coast, and part of it goes up the slopes of the peninsula.
Because of its location Bellagio has a great variety of views; indeed, it offers a good view of the whole lake. On the northern horizon, one can see the Pre-Alps.
Some of the best views can be seen from the top of Monte San Primo and from the park of Villa Serbelloni. On a particularly bright day, one can make out the Alps, from Mont Blanc to the Ortles, and the Madonnina on top of the Duomo of Milan.
Both the historic center situated at a higher level dominated by the Romanesque Basilica Of San Giacomo (enlarged in the Baroque Age) and the more recent arcade lake-front are all preserved intact. Among the aristocratic villas let's remember Villa Serbelloni, first castle, then country residence and transformed into a villa at the end of the 15th century. Later once again restructured in the 17th and turned into a hotel during the last decade of the 19th century, it is presently appointed headquarters of conventions and study tours.
This guide covers Bellagio on Lake Como, from Lecco – Varenna, or, in an alternative, via Como. It covers also day trips that can be done from Bellagio with public boat transportation.

Lecco to Bellagio via boat.
This boat route runs along the Lecco branch of Lake Como, with a departure from Lecco and arrival at Bellagio after a stop at Varenna.
As an alternative you can take the boat from Como to Bellagio, it runs on the western Como branch of the lake.
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Lecco Pescarenico
Lecco
“One arm of Lake Como turns off to the south between two unbroken chains of mountains, which cut it up into a series of bays and inlets…”  Alessandro Manzoni.

How to get to Bellagio
By train:
To get to Lecco from Milano, you can take a TreNord train, be careful not to select Lecco Maggianico, as your destination: this station is far away from the boat pier. Lecco is the destination you want. The train station is a 10-minute walk away from the boat pier.
There are Regional trains every two hours, they take 39 minutes to get to Lecco and depart from the Milano Centrale station. I recommend that you choose one of these, as the alternative is taking a Suburban S8 from Milano Porta Garibaldi that stops in all stations along the way, taking one hour to get to Lecco.
The cost of a one-way ticket from Milano to Lecco is 4.60 euro, the senior ticket is 3.70.
You will find the boat schedule, which changes during the seasons, at www.navigazionelaghi.it. phone  toll free 800 551 801 or +39 031 579 211
The one-way ticket from Lecco to Bellagio, without intermediate stops, costs 8.30 euro. The senior discount, valid Monday through Friday only and excluding the holidays, is 6.60 euro.
In some seasons the boat from Lecco to Bellagio is not in service. If this is the case, you can proceed with the TreNord train to Varenna-Esino, and take the ferry, that operates all year around. This train is the same one that goes to Lecco. The station in Varenna is a few steps away from the ferry pier. Going through Varenna is also always the fastest way to go to Bellagio from Milan.
The cost of the one-way train ticket from Milan to Varenna-Esino is 6.50 euro or 5.20 with a senior discount.
The cost of a one-way ticket from Varenna to Bellagio is 4.60 euro. The senior discount, valid Monday through Friday only and excluding the holidays, is 3.70 euro.
Note: When taking the train to Varenna-Esino board in the middle of the train, the station platform in Varenna is concise, and you will end up outside if you board at the front or the back of the train.
By car:
You can get to Lecco from Milan via the SS36. Continuing from Lecco on the same road you arrive at Varenna.

Lecco
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Varenna – Bellagio Ferry
Lecco owes a good portion of its beauty to the great variety of landscapes, and to its unique position and morphological conformation. As a matter of fact, it rises at the extreme south-east of the Adda, up to the Garlate Lake, where the river begins. It is circumscribed to the north by Mount San Martino and to the east by Mount Resegone.
The historic center, characterized by a sober but elegant 18th-century building of neoclassical flavor still preserves traces of the Viscount's rule. The Torre Viscontea, built in the first half of the 14th century is now the site of the Renaissance Museum. It is all that remains of the castle which had been demolished together with the walls at the end of the 1700s.
Among the various palaces, significant from an architectonic point of view, are Palazzo Belgioioso, of the 1700s, seat of the municipal museums (naturalistic and archaeologic sections), and Villa Manzoni, which belonged to the writer's family up until 1818, and now a property of the Commune. Here Manzoni spent long periods of his infancy and youth.



Where
to eat in Lecco


Restaurants
in Lecco, near the train
station and the boat pier:


• L'Altro
Griso $$$$ Strada
Provinciale 51, Malgrate, Lecco, The hotel Griso, has been
consistently good in their main restaurant and with simple food
served in the bar. The main restaurant needs a reservation and
requests one of the tables with the lake views; they are splendid.
The range of food is somewhat limited, but the quality is first
class. The wines are well selected, not inexpensive but tasty. The
fish and the filled pasta are fabulous. The quality of the
furnishings and service is high. If there are just a few diners, it
can seem too quiet and a bit sterile. The hotel has smallish
contemporary bedrooms - all with balconies overlooking Lake Como.
It is a great place to base oneself for trips around Lake
Como. 
www.griso.info/


• Punjab Indian Restaurant

$$ - $$$ Via Lungo Lario Cadorna 18, Lecco +39 0341 365 831 In
Lecco there are plenty of options, most o [...]
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