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La Certosa di Pavia
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Carthusian abbey of Pavia (Certosa di Pavia)
Certosa di Pavia is the name of a famous monastery complex in Lombardy, Italy, situated near a small town (in Province of Pavia) with the same name.
Certosa is the Italian name for Charterhouse, which relates to the cloistered monastic order. The late medieval (northern Italian gothic) Certosa of Pavia is noted for a highly decorated facade and church interior.
The Certosa di Pavia contains a detailed bas-relief depiction of the founding on 27 August 1396 of the structure by Gian Galeazzo Visconti (1351-1402).
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Certosa di Pavia – cloister
Little more than the nave was executed in this style, since the Renaissance, diffusing its new taste, quickly dominated the design of the edifice. The facade seems to have been begun in 1491 by a group of architects and sculptors under the leadership of Giovanni Antonio Amadeo; it was finished in the mid-16th cent.
Built of precious marbles and profusely ornamented with beautiful sculptural decorations, the facade of the Certosa di Pavia is one of the masterpieces of Renaissance decorative design. The two large arcaded cloisters are of richly ornamented terra-cotta. The main choir was severely damaged in World War II but was restored between 1953 and 1959.




Sculptures
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Ivory 
triptych 
carvings


The oldest
sculptural work of the monastery is the ivory triptych, preserved
in the Old Sacristy. Most scholars attribute this famous work to
Baldassarre Embriachi that would have been carried out between 1400
and 1409.


However, some
data are missing because the Carthusian monks did not directly
commission the triptych, but they bought it from a previous owner:
it consists of seventy-six compartments, with reliefs and carvings
of great elegance and freshness.
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The sink of the monks


The sink of
the monks, accessible from the transept through the door of the
washbasin. This valuable work is a marble was committed in 1488 to
Alberto da Carrara Maffioli; according to many scholars, however,
the artist would only produce the architecture and decorations, the
two rounds at the top and the center of the bust: the sculptures of
the bezel would be granted instead to a Lombard artist, perhaps
Antonio Mantegazza.
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Gateways


Left: the
rich sculptural decoration of the portal to the Old Sacristy, the
work of collaboration attended the Amadeo and his school, the
Briosco and Alberto Maffioli (1478-1498); to the right, the front
entrance of the monks Sink (1497), which is also the school of
Amadeo, although the busts are attributed to Gian Cristoforo Romano
and the bezel to Tommaso Cazzaniga.
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