Lake Maggiore
 
Enrico Massetti
Copyright Enrico Massetti 2014
Published by Enrico Massetti
All Rights Reserved
 
Third edition
 

Where to stay: Stresa
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The Borromean Islands
If you want to stay a few days visiting Lake Maggiore Stresa is your best choice for a place where to stay: it's centrally located, it has a nightlife, at least in spring, summer, and autumn, and you can easily start from here all the daily excursions.
If you prefer a more quiet location, you can stay in any one of the other small towns described later, such as Baveno, Arona, Meina, or Belgirate, but your access to the daily excursions will require more time and travel.
As with all the Italian lakes, the Lake Maggiore micro-climate means endless sunshine and palm trees, though it's a good few degrees cooler than on Lake Garda and Lake Como. Thanks to the climate some famous gardens have been established here, many open to the public. The spring display of camellias, for which the Maggiore area is well known, and azaleas are particularly impressive.
The coldest months are December and January, through February and March can be pretty chilly too. The heaviest rainfall is typically in October. The summer temperatures rarely go beyond 30°C/86°F. The Easter period, and from late June through to September, are the busiest times, and reservations are essential.
How to get to Stresa from Milan
You can quickly reach Stresa from Milan in about one-hour train ride, on the Sempione (Simplon) line. On the Trenitalia site, http://www.trenitalia.com/ enter from Milano (All Stations) as there are trains that leave from two different stations: Milano Porta Garibaldi and Milano Centrale. The two stations are two stops away from each other on the green line of the metro, should you need to go from one to the other it will take you about fifteen minutes to do so. It is not possible to purchase the tickets on the Trenord site; you need to use the website of Trenitalia.
It lists all the trains if you access the Italian page TUTTI I TRENI. If you select the English page by clicking the English flag button on top right of the main page be sure to choose All trains in the Train type field, otherwise only the Eurocity (Le Frecce) trains will be listed. I recommend that you buy online the tickets for the Regional trains on this site.
The cost of a one-way ticket from Milano to Stresa is euro 8.30 for the Regional, euro 9.00 for the Eurocity.
There are two trains every hour from Milano to Stresa.
How to get to Stresa from Malpensa Airport
Low-cost airlines arrive at the Malpensa Airport. You don't need to go all the way to Milano, and you can take a cheap shuttle bus that runs from Malpensa Terminal 1 to Gallarate, where you can take the train to Stresa. They cost euro 2.00 that you pay to the driver. It takes about 40 minutes for the train to get to Stresa from Gallarate, and less than half an hour for the shuttle bus.  
In Malpensa all the S.A.C.O. buses, stop both at Terminal 1 and Terminal 2, few only at Terminal 2. From Gallarate the bus arrives at the train station.
Besides, there are Alibus Airport Buses, see their website: safduemila.com/alibus-2014-malpensa.lagomaggiore.html that run between Malpensa Terminal 1 and Terminal 2 and Stresa. It is a service on call that connects Stresa to the Malpensa airport. The user should book his traveling, choosing from the fixed timetables, before h.11:00 of the day before the departure. For the departures on Sundays and Monday, you should call should before h.11:00 on Saturday. For the transfers on festivities and the coming day, the call should be done before h.11:00 of the day before the festivity.
Click for online reservations, http://www.safprenotazioni.com Phone +39.0323.552172 or email alibus@safduemila.com. Tickets only onboard, Cash Payment, Euro 12.00 from Stresa, euro 7.00 from Arona.
Taking a boat on Lake Maggiore
The Navigazione Laghi web site http://www.navigazionelaghi.it/ has all the information on scheduled runs:"Timetable." Check for the most updated info that varies with the seasons. Be careful, during the spring/summer season the system does not provide answers for the winter season and vice versa.
Renting a car with driver
If you would like to rent a car with driver, have a look at www.gilardetti.net, info@gilardetti.net, 0322 844744, 335 474599 (cell) or try www.stresa.net/cars-drivers (ferrara.t@libero.it, 0323 31000, 335 6445319.
Tourist guides
Claudia Ruschena is a multilingual guide who offers extensive tours of Lake Maggiore, Lake Orta, and the surrounding provinces. Particularly interesting for those traveling in groups. E-mail her at claudia@lagomaggiore-tour.it or consult www.lagomaggiore-tour.it.
Calendar of events
The Distretto Turistico dei Laghi has a website in English that gives a lot of information about events throughout the lake area. www.distrettolaghi.it/en/
Tourist Offices
Arona: Piazzale Duca d'Aosta 280 41 Arona-NO  39 0322 243601;39 0322 243601 arona@distrettolaghi.it.
Baveno: Piazza Dante Alighieri, 14 28831 Baveno-VB  39 0323 924632, ;39 0323 924632 baveno@distrettolaghi.it.
Cannero Riviera: Via Roma, 37 28821 Cannero Riviera-VB  39 0323 788943, ;39 0323 788943 cannero@distrettolaghi.it.
Cannobio: Viale Vittorio Veneto, 4 28822 Cannobio-VB  39 0323 71212, ;39 0323 71212 cannobio@distrettolaghi.it.
Stresa: Piazza Marconi, 16 28838 Stresa-VB  39 0323 30150, ;39 0323 31308/32561 stresa@distrettolaghi.it.
Verbania: Corso Zanitello, 6/8 28922 Verbania-VB  39 0323 503249, /fax  39 0323 507722 verbania@distrettolaghi.it.
Verbania: Via delle Magnolie, 1 28922 Verbania-VB  39 0323 557676, ;39 0323 557676 prolocoverbania@distrettolaghi
Golf courses
There are many golf course in the Lake Maggiore area, some of them world-class (and expensive), while others are smaller and cheaper. For a list, have a look at the British golfing website, www.golftoday.co.uk and do a search or ask at the Tourist Office.

Stresa
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Stresa with The Borromean Islands
To the tourist, who for the first time arrives in Stresa, a breathless sight is offered. There is a view of the lakefront, delineated with lines of palm trees, with flourishing gardens and facades of grand hotels.
Then, turning to look at the lake, enchanted, as if emerging from the same waters the spectacular Borromean Islands (Isola Bella, Isola Madre, and Isola dei Pescatori). The splendor of these visions makes one understand why Stresa was built here to host international tourism meetings. Stresa, already during the middle half of the 19th century was the most elegant place to stay, the most visited by the international upper middle class.
The waters of Lake Maggiore wash up on the banks of Piedmont and Lombardy in Italy. A wealth of natural beauty awaits you: mellowed lakeside villas, dozens of lush gardens, sparkling waters, and panoramic views. A veil of mist seems to hover at times, especially in early spring and late autumn.
Stresa has skyrocketed from a simple village to a first-class international resort. Its vantage location on the lake is almost unparalleled, and its accommodations level is superior to that of other Maggiore resorts in Italy. Sporting attractions and an international Festival of Musical Weeks (beginning in July), start in April and stay hopping all summer, before quieting down at the end of October.
Practical info on Stresa
The Tourist Information Point, http://stresaturismo.it/, is located in Piazza Marconi 16, to the right of the ticket window at the boat dock. They have free maps and boat schedules.
It's open daily from March through October 10:00 - 12:30 AM and 3:00 - 6:30 PM. From November through February Monday-Friday 10:00 - 12:30 AM and 3:00 - 6:30 PM, Saturday 10:00 - 12:30 AM, closed on Sunday. Phone +39 0323 31 308.
Should you need to go to an Internet Access Point, there is for you Newdata Internet Point, http://newdata.too.it/ in Via de Vit 15A, in the old center, one block from Piazza Cadorna. Phone +39 0323 30 323
The Idrovolante Café, near the Monte Mottarone cable car station, also functions as an Internet café. www.lidrovolante.com
The taxis charge a fixed rate of euro 8:00 for even the shortest ride in town.
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Stresa
You should not miss the Antica Salumeria Bianchetti Augusto: it's an old grocery located in the center of the city. It has got a variety of specialties from Piedmont to enjoy with your family and friends when you get back from vacation. You can have panini prepared fresh for your enjoyment.
Their culinary offerings is wide, from appetizers to desserts, everything you need to organize a real lunch Piedmont style. Especially recommended are the cream of black, and white truffle, polenta with mushrooms, Mottarone and Valsesia toma, the juniper-flavored ham, salami of deer, goat and wild boar are ideal to enjoy with a good wine from the area of Ghemme and Gattinara. Via Mazzini 1, Stresa, +39 0323 30 402.

Where to eat in Stresa
Restaurants in Stresa :
•          Osteria Mercato  $$ - $$$ Piazza Edmondo Capucci 9, +39 0323 346245: The decor is beautiful, modern with indoor and outdoor areas. I wouldn't call Osteria Mercato an 'every day' restaurant, it's closer to fine dining, but you will love it.
•          La Sacca $$ - $$$ Via Sempione Sud, 50 +39 0323 31165 Treat yourself to old world charm and new world food. This restaurant has been in the same family since 1931. The bad news is that the current owner is the last of an era. The good news is that she is going down with all guns blazing after nearly a century. They do not miss the attention to detail. The chef, from Sicily, brings his unique blend of product and tastes. They are perfectly assimilated into the Lago Maggiore universe. www.hotelasacca.com
•          Ristorante Cardini $$ - $$$ Via Dei Mulini 8, +39 349 141 9052: A nice friendly place. It has a range of tasty excellently prepared meal options. Service is excellent; prices are reasonable. The views over the Borromean Islands from Someraro, a village up a steep hill from Stresa is outstanding; the effect is a delightful meal. Worth the trip out of Stresa or Baveno; it's a short drive or taxi ride away. www.ristorantecardini.it
•          Pailon diVino Caffe $$ $$$ Via Principe Tomaso, 4-6 +39 348 473 4682 The perfect place to while away a late afternoon or evening, eating, drinking and watching the world go by. Extensive selection of local wine and from all other areas of Italy for sale by the glass or by the bottle and also some delicious local craft beers. Coffee is excellent too. Claudio is a great host and very knowledgeable about all the wines and beers he sells.  
•          Il Vicoletto $$ - $$$ Vicolo del Pocivo 3, Stresa +39 0323 932 102 The place is a little hard to find and hard to get into --- it's a small hidden gem in a tiny street ("vicoletto") off of the main square. Well worth it. The food is delicious and well presented. Nice service. Reasonably priced.
•          Pizzeria al Trancio Il Capriccio pizza - $ Via A.M. Bolongaro 6, Stresa +39 0323 31 687 There is an excellent selection of pizzas. Soft drinks and beers are also available. Very cheap and filling. The owner is amiable.  


Daily excursions from
Stresa


Stresa is a
perfect starting point for day trips on the Lake Maggiore, both
south to the lower lake north to Villa Taranto and with a boat ride
to the Northern Lake, up to the Swiss location of
Locarno.


The
perfect excursion is the visit to the Borromean Islands that lie
directly in front of Stresa.


Also,
a trip with the cable car to the Mottarone is worth spending one
day.


The
trip to the Centovalli Railway brings you to Switzerland with a
secluded alpine valley with a panoramic train ride, with the return
via boat.


These
are the day trips listed in this guide:


• Borromean
Islands


< [...]




OEBPS/item_011.jpeg





OEBPS/item_022.jpeg





OEBPS/item_029.jpeg





