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This is the last chapter of the firstbook.

She’d never had Indian curries before. They were tasty and so freaking hot, it was all she could do to get enough water down to cool her throat. Yet she wanted more.

What nefarious torture was this? The fried bread she’d consumed in large quantities had also been lovely. Full and happy, she wandered out on the outside porch of the restaurant while Cash paid the bill.

The dating scenario was such a fun experience. Great food, Cash was awesome company, and he was a gentleman. Oh happy sigh for finding a decent man.

She worried that her quick jump into his bed was a bad start to the relationship, but she was where she wanted to be, and that was all that mattered. Not to mention most relationships didn’t start where theirs had started.

Under more normal circumstances, she could see it would take weeks or months to get to where they were already.

Face tilted to the sun, she realized how blessed she truly was.

“Ready?”

She turned to smile up at Cash. “I am.”

“Good. Let’s get your shopping done and we’ll head home.”

Her pleasure dimmed at the word home. Greg and that nasty mess of problems were at home. Still, it was Cash’s home and not Greg’s they were talking about, and that made all the difference. She’d be happy to go home with Cash.

The drive to the store was fun and happy. After the drugstore, they found a liquor store where Cash bought a bottle of single malt whiskey and several bottles of wine. She loved that. No buggies full of beer or cheap booze that burned her throat.

At the clothing store, Cash went a little wild. He’d insisted she try on several outfits and had bought the ones he’d liked. He’d also picked her out several pretty sets of lingerie. They were the nicest things she’d ever owned. At one point, she’d stopped and stared at the full cart he was pushing.

No one had ever bought her gifts like this.

Cash, seeing her frozen in the store, reached out and hugged her gently. “You need clothes, and these are a gift from me to you. Now let’s keep moving. We have a couple of other stops we still need to make before we go home.” And he’d kissed her, a slow lingering kiss in front of everyone that had left her wanting more.

“Now I wish we home already,” she muttered.

He laughed and wrapped an arm around her shoulders and led her to the checkout counter. The amount of money he paid for the items made her pale in shock. Good Lord. She’d have had to work for weeks to make that, but he handed over the money without a qualm.

It appeared that Cash wasn’t going to end up on the streets anytime soon, whereas she figured Greg was halfway there already.

She could see him homeless on the streets in a not-so-distant future. And he’d be a violent drunk if that happened.

Still, with any luck, he wouldn’t be her problem anymore.

The drive home was uneventful except the weather turned wet and ugly.

A storm swept in, and although she felt safe in the truck, she couldn’t imagine how some small cars could maneuver in the heavy winds and rain.

The shift had come on so suddenly, there’d been little warning.

Cash parked in the garage. She hopped out and laughed. “That was nuts out there.”

“The weather did change quickly,” he agreed, pulling out some of the bags of purchases they’d made. “Close the door, will you?”

With the keys, he unlocked the garage door and turned on the lights. He went in ahead of her. She picked up the new purse he’d bought her and smiled at the simple black design. With her other hand, she picked up the several bags of new clothes. On the way home, she’d offered to pay for the clothes, but he’d laughed. Said she’d needed them and he was happy to give them to her. And in the future, she was to tell him if she needed anything else. He wanted to make sure she didn’t go without.

Her new purse bulged with the cash he’d given her earlier. He hadn’t let her use that money for today’s shopping either.

She’d never had anyone buy her gifts like this or throw money around like he appeared to. Then again, she’d never met anyone who had money. She was loving his generous spirit and the fact that there was no sense of ‘owing’ to his gifts. Nor was there a feeling that she’d pay later for what he’d given her. It was something Greg had always used against her. Not that he’d bought gifts for her, but more that if he was nice, he was expecting her to be ‘nice’ to him later.

That hadn’t been fun.

Cash wasn’t in the kitchen when she entered. The liquor was sitting on the counter, so she put the bottles away then walked into the bedroom.

Only he wasn’t there.

Confused, she threw down her bags and walked toward the bathroom. And found him on the floor, blood oozing from a head wound.

She dropped to his side, her hand instinctively reaching for his head. “Cash, oh my God. What happened?”

“I happened,” said a mocking voice behind her. “Did you really think I was going to let you go so easily?”

She closed her eyes at that hateful voice. Shuddering, looking for control, she forced them open and focused on checking Cash’s wound. Greg would kill her this time. No way he wouldn’t. But Cash, he’d only shown her gentleness and compassion. He didn’t deserve any of this.

He had to live.

It was already too late for her.

She stood up, ready to make a deal with the devil. Anything to save the angel at her feet.

“Hello, Greg.”
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“Hello my
dear, loving, loyal wife.” Greg gave a low, menacing
laugh. “Nice to see your true colors showing. You walked away from
me and right into another man’s bed.” His gaze narrowed as he
studied her. “Or…have you already opened your legs for him before
this?”

Her legs trembled. This was going to be bad. So bad. Standing
behind him were Vance and Brent, or Cheech and Chong as she thought
of them. The nicknames were from a comedy duo of the seventies that
Greg had loved at one time. This pair was as stupid as can be, but
in a dangerous way. They adored her husband, likely never had a
woman they hadn’t paid for, and had no friends besides Greg. And he
used them to his advantage. Always. Then again, he was a user.

Defiant but shaking visibly and knowing he could see it, she
straightened her back and glared at him. “You know I haven’t.”

“I know no such thing. You’re a whore. That’s what whores
do.”

“I’m your wife. You know I was never disloyal.” But she had been
this weekend. She’d left him but hadn’t done anything official
about it. Knew there’d be no point. Hell, there’d been a damn good
reason for sitting on the bridge.

She almost wished she was back at that moment in time where she
could change her mind. Because she was going to die now. No way she
wasn’t. And her death wasn’t going to be fast or easy.

“I’m glad you remember who and what you are, bitch,” Greg said.
“Because it looks like you had a loss of memory these last few
days.”

“I fell. Cash saved me.”

He snorted. “You’ve fallen a lot. I’ve always been there to help
you up again.”

“You’re usually the one to make me fall in the first place,” she
said, struggling to keep her voice above a whisper. “And you only
helped me up so you could knock me down again.” Behind Greg’s head,
she could see the sneers on the two goon’s faces. Yeah, they were
loving this. Humiliation was right down their alley. She glanced
down at her feet. Could she run for it? Was that possible? Then her
gaze lit on Cash’s prone form. If she ran, what would they do to
him? Kill him? Beat him and leave him here to die slowly where no
one would find him? Her breath caught in the back of her
throat.

She had to save him.

What if she ran? Would they chase her? Or just the goons? She
could outrun them. But Greg, yeah, he’d make sure Cash paid
for insulting him. And that’s how Greg would view this. Cash had
crossed the line and slept with her. She’d crossed the line and
slept with him. They’d both pay. And how.

“That was discipline.”

She nodded meekly. Like hell it was. She wasn’t perfect, but she
didn’t need to get her ass beat any time he felt like it. More
often than not, he’d only been letting off steam. She’d been a
perfect punching bag.

But not anymore. At least, she hoped not. She needed to call the
cops. Somehow. Not for her. For Cash. Only she couldn’t leave
him.

He hadn’t left her on the bridge.

She wasn’t going to leave him now.

“Let’s go,” Greg said. “You have a lesson to learn.” He reached
out and grabbed her arm, her injured arm…

She cried out as the twist sent pain pulsing through the damaged
limb and up her shoulder.

He snorted. “Such a baby.”

“I’m not,” she cried. “You’re hurting me.”

“This is nothing.” His voice turned low, cruel. “Think you’re
going to find another sugar daddy to look after your fat ass? I
don’t think so.”

And he shoved her toward the front door. “Get a move on. Your
punishment is waiting for you at home.”

Shuddering, she walked to the front door. She needed all three
men to leave. It was the only way that Cash would have a chance to
wake up. If he woke up. What if he was so badly hurt it was
already too late for him? Dear God, please look after him. He’s
a good man. If you need someone to come home today, please take me.
I’m going to be with you soon anyway. Just don’t take Cash.
Please…

She walked out of the front door toward Greg’s truck. Please
let all three men leave.

As she reached for the passenger door, she watched Greg point to
the inside of the house and say something to the others. Walking to
the pickup box, Greg reached into the back of the truck and hauled
out a gas can. Carrying it to stand in front of his men, he placed
it on the ground in front of them.

The storm had eased, and the ground wasn’t wet enough to stop a
fire, especially if they had an accelerant. It was likely to take
off instantly. She stared around, looking for an answer– any
answer that would save Cash.

In a tone of voice that she couldn’t help but overhear, he
snapped. “Do it right this time.”
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Cash heard the voices,
understood there were people around him, but couldn’t pierce
through the fog in his mind as to why or if this was a good
thing or not. If it was Willow, that was great. He really wanted
her to stay around. Only she was planning on leaving. No, she’d
planned on leaving. He didn’t know where her mindset was at
the moment. She needed to stay with him. He could protect her. Keep
her safe from someone. But the name eluded him. He struggled to
remember, but his head hurt. Where was he?

Still, it was important to remember. To do something. He knew
that, but it wasn’t easy. Everything ached. His eyes flew open.

His house. His bedroom. He was home. There were voices, but more
distant.

“Make sure he doesn’t survive this.”

“And Willow?”

“I’ll take care of her, don’t you worry.”

That voice. Willow? He lay on the floor staring up at the
ceiling, trying to make sense of it all.

And finally the tumblers went click inside his brain and
unlocked his memory. Shit. He and Willow had gone shopping. Had a
great day and came home happy and content and walked right into a
trap. These assholes had lain in wait and taken him out first. And
now they had Willow.

He lunged to his feet, grabbed his head with both hands, and
fell to his knees as blackness clogged his mind and overtook his
vision. When he could breathe again, he felt the wet stickiness on
his fingers. Well, that explained the cracked-egg sensation to his
skull.

He stumbled out of the bedroom. Where was Willow? She’d come
into the house with him. He’d entered first to make sure it was
safe. Yeah, and look how well that had worked out for him.

Not.

Still, with every step he took, he was gaining strength and the
pain was easing back.

From the living room, he could see Willow standing beside the
open truck door parked in the driveway As if she was leaving. The
panic and terror on her face obvious. For herself or for him? Why
was she standing there? She needed to run. He pulled out his cell
phone and texted. I’m fine. Run.

He watched as she realized her phone was ringing. She pulled out
her phone and read his message. She c [...]
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