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			Honoré de Balzac

			French writer

			
					Born in Tours in 1799

					Died in Paris in 1850

					Notable works:	Les Chouans [The Chouans] (1829), novel

	Eugénie Grandet (1833), novel

	Father Goriot (1835), novel




			

			Honoré de Balzac (1799-1850) is one of the major French writers of the 19th century. As a young man, he found his way into the world of the Parisian aristocracy, which he constantly frequented. However, he was soon ruined by various disastrous business ventures and his excessive lifestyle: literary writing, which he undertook passionately and diligently, became his only way of paying off his debts.

			He was an ambitious man and embarked on a monumental work, The Human Comedy, which features more than 90 novels and whose aim was to draw and exhaustive portrait of the society of his time, so vast that it could compete with the official records. Its most famous novels include Eugénie Grandet (1833) and Father Goriot (1835).

			Balzac is considered to be one of the founding fathers of the modern realist novel.
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