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	Introduction

	 

	 

	Having declared independence on 8 September 1991, Macedonia, “the only ex-Yugoslav republic to secede non-violently, has been considered one of the bright spots in former Yugoslavia.”1 Unlike most of the former Communist countries, Macedonia, together with Slovenia, and arguably Lithuania, experienced an evolutionary path to democratic rule.2 Since gaining independence from Yugoslavia in 1991 Macedonia was influenced by an extremely unfavorable regional environment: a UN embargo against the northern neighbor FR Yugoslavia (the main trading partner, Serbia and Montenegro), a Greek trade blockade, the war in Bosnia and, later on, by the Kosovo crisis and the NATO military action against Milosevic’s regime. However, the Macedonia’s primary challenge of building a state has been to accommodate the ethno-political ambitions of Macedonians (66 percent of the population, according to the 1994 census) and ethnic Albanians (23 percent).

	 

	During the 1990’s Macedonian political elites clashed with their ethnic Albanian counterparts over the basic
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