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Foreword



Dante Gabriel Rossetti (1828 –1882) was
an English poet, illustrator, painter and translator. He founded
the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood in 1848 with William Holman Hunt and
John Everett Millais, and was later to be the main inspiration for
a second generation of artists and writers influenced by the
movement, most notably William Morris and Edward Burne-Jones. His
work also influenced the European Symbolists and was a major
precursor of the Aesthetic movement.


Rossetti's art was characterised by its
sensuality and its medieval revivalism. His early poetry was
influenced by John Keats. His later poetry was characterised by the
complex interlinking of thought and feeling, especially in his
sonnet sequence The House of Life. Poetry and image are closely
entwined in Rossetti's work; he frequently wrote sonnets to
accompany his pictures, spanning from The Girlhood of Mary Virgin
(1849) and Astarte Syriaca (1877), while also creating art to
illustrate poems such as Goblin Market by the celebrated poet
Christina Rossetti, his sister.



He is considered one of the most
unconventional painters of the 19th century. Through his methods,
he distinguished himself from the Preraffaelite movement; he showed
no interest on the exact representation of details, avoided
complicated backgrounds, and tended away from landscapes. He hence
chose primarily mythological or literary motives, though with no
narrative moment.



His father, who had fleed
Italy, was a professor at King's College, and
his mother was a teacher. Rossetti for that reason received an
excellent school education and had drawing instruction already as a
young child. In 1842, he enrolled in the art school Cary's Academy.
This was regarded as a springboard to the Royal
Academy.



He was accepted to the
Royal Academy four years later.
Because the instruction there did not meet his expectations, he
asked the painter Ford Madox Brown to be his teacher. Brown also
fell ba [...]
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