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Ancient Crete - 3
rd Century BC.








King Minos dropped to one knee on the wet sand and bowed his head.
He was king in name alone, and his hold on the Cretan throne was
tenuous... he needed a sign, he needed divine approval... he needed
the Gods to bless his rule... and so he beseeched the great god
Poseidon to make his authority and power total.

His
brothers would submit if he could prove his rights... and if he
couldn't, war loomed.


“Great God Poseidon!” he shouted to the waves, “Show me your
favour!” And at his side appeared a snow white bull, the Cretan
Bull, intended as a sacrifice... perfection to be slaughtered to
the glory of the sea god, and a sign to all that Minos ruled with
the blessings of the Pantheon, his right and rule... never to be
disputed.

But
Minos defied the god and slaughtered a common black bull from his
herds in place of the beautiful white bull.


“Poseidon will care little which bull is slaughtered,” he confided
in Pasiphaë, his wife and queen, “I would keep this thing of
beauty to breed with my own herds!”

But
Minos had miscalculated, and a furious Poseidon looked down on
Crete and planned his revenge.


***


Daedalus the royal craftsman thought it was a strange request, but
his queen had insisted, and he would obey, he would use all of his
skill to create what she wanted... and of course he knew better
than ask why?


A wooden cow, to be so realistic as to cause
confusion, it must be hollow and open at the
rear... because my queen wishes to crouch inside the
belly . He shook his head and began his work, his
role was to comply not question, and with the queen's constant
urging he had soon completed his task, and would openly admit that
it was a work of art. The queen had agreed, and sending the artisan
away with a heavy purse of gold, she gathered he [...]
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