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Chapter One










Rodan stood in the doorway of
the simple one-room structure looking out into the darkness as she
dreamt of what her future would hold. In the distance, the light
from the End of Harvest festival bonfires glowed and its music
echoed throughout the trees. Her intended mate, Jabok, came up
behind her, wrapping his arms around her body. The feeling of him
draped around her warmed Rodan more than the tightly fastened nazu
she wore over her clothing.

He burrowed his cold nose through her long, brown
hair and into her neck. She shrieked and tried to pull out of his
grasp, which only made him hold her tighter. After several moments
he removed his nose and, laughing, said, “You are so nice and
warm.”

She playfully hit his arm. “Well you would be,
too, if you had put on your nazu before you left home,” she replied
snuggling into his embrace. “You are old enough to know how cool it
gets this time of the annum once the sol sets.”

“I do not need a nazu to keep me warm. I have
you.”

She smiled. He did have her. And in only one lunar
cycle, they would have their bonding ceremony to make it official.
She hoped the twenty-eight helios would go by quickly.

“What were you just thinking about?” Jabok’s
gentle voice caressed her ear.

Rodan turned to face her betrothed and kissed him.
“You. Me. Our future.”

He repaid her kiss with one of his own. Then he
turned her around so she could look out the door again and pointed
as he spoke. “Here is what I have planned so far. This is going to
be the antechamber, so the rest of the house will be built behind
where were standing. But in front of us, is what will be cleared
for farming.”

The land in front of them was still untamed,
consisting mostly of the standard copper colored grass, dark purple
trees with copper leaves, and various other plants and bushes found
on Trebor. Still, she stared into the darkness, easily imagining
everything taking shape as he described it.

Rodan pulled away from him and walked back into
the dimly lit room toward the small, centrally positioned wooden
table. She skimmed her hand along its surface as she ambled around
it. “I am glad to know you are just as excited about our future
together as I am. And my parents are happy for us as well. I
overheard them talking while I [...]
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