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  PREFACE


  The idea back of the Locomobile Book is to tell the story of the Locomobile — its record and development — its design and construction — its advantages as a comfortable and luxurious vehicle —its superiority as a safe and reliable machine.


  It contains information not ordinarily part of a catalogue and which is useful for reference; consequently the book is produced in permanent library form with board covers. Our intention is to give complete information and not to create an impression of elaborateness in catalogue work. There are no expensive color plates. The ink is plain black on plain white book paper.


  Locomobile models for 1912 are the result of our thirteen years' experience in making motor cars. Photographic illustrations and specifications of the various models are placed at the end of the book for convenient reference.
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  THE LOCOMOBILE CAR


  COMFORT AND LUXURY SAFETY AND RELIABILITY
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  The 1912 Locomobile is a notable advance in motor-car construction. It establishes a new standard of comfort and luxury in road travel.


  The luxurious character of the body and the easy riding qualities of the car, produce a degree of comfort hitherto unknown in motoring; in fact, the utmost ease that can be provided in any vehicle of transportation.


  All motorists will appreciate the value of such progress, and it is perhaps unnecessary to emphasize the importance of comfort. Still it is essential that those who have not owned cars should not underestimate it. Automobiling is one of the most delightful and healthful of out-door recreations but motorists and those of their families who are not physically strong, cannot enjoy it to the fullest extent unless the maximum of comfort is available.


  The roads of America rarely equal those of England and Europe and many people who otherwise would tour extensively do not do so, on account of the limited amount of relaxation to be secured in the average automobile.


  Comfort has become more and more important from year to year. Realizing the desire on the part of all motorists for substantial improvement in this direction, we have made extended study and investigation in order to make the Locomobile the most comfortable as well as the best built car in America. In consequence of this the 1912 Locomobile is an extraordinary vehicle. It offers the greatest comfort and ease that can be devised.


  As an example of the comfort to be obtained, it may be stated that the rear seat cushion and back in our six-cylinder models, are provided with upholstering ten inches thick. It is the most comfortable upholstering that can be produced in any way. This detail alone permits any one, regardless of age, figure or constitution, to enjoy the same restful ease when riding in the car as when seated in the most luxurious library chair. This soft wonderful upholstering combined with the long wheel base and elastic three-quarter elliptic springs used on our "Six", make motoring a delight under all conditions.


  The comfort derived from the body is augmented by a number of very important features of the chassis. Unlike many cars, the power does not pass through the rear springs, thus they are free to act and give the maximum of ease.
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    The Five-Passenger, Six-Cylinder Torpedo. At the Memorial Bridge Old Milford, Connecticut
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    The Four-Passenger, Six-Cylinder Torpedo

  


  Skilful distribution of weight is another feature of much importance; the perfect balance of the Locomobile is one of the many reasons for its easy and steady riding at all speeds.


  As a result of all the improvements made in the direction of comfort and luxury, the 1912 Locomobile "Six"was accorded an enthusiastic reception when it appeared on the market last June. All who examined and tested it, declared it to be the most luxurious and comfortable car that they had ever seen. Experienced motorists, not formerly owners of our car, selected the Locomobile because of its comfort and luxury, in combination with its mechanical excellence.


  We offer and recommend the 1912 Locomobile as a luxurious and perfectly comfortable vehicle. You can very readily test its superiority by riding in it, a matter easily arranged without obligation or inconvenience to yourself.


  Although the pleasure derived from its use as a vehicle casts a charm over the motor car and makes it seem different from other machines, it nevertheless exists as a twentieth century utility, along with the electric locomotive and turbine steamboat. Like these, it is a super-machine — a combination of machines, constantly subjected to the shocks of travel. It must therefore be an exceptional machine in order to prove safe and reliable from year to year. Every company engaged in manufacturing, milling, printing, or in any business requiring the use of machinery, realizes the necessity of purchasing the best because it is cheapest in the end. Railroads do not attempt to secure low-priced engines; on the contrary, purchase the finest product available, in order that trains may be hauled quickly, safely, and at a low maintenance cost. Machine tools, printing presses, and similar machines are invariably of the highest type, because the companies who operate them dare not purchase anything else. Consequently, if it pays the manufacturer to buy the best machinery it pays the purchaser of the automobile to select the safest and most reliable machine on the market.


  The Locomobile for 1912 is the safest and most reliable machine that our long experience in building cars has enabled us to produce. The Locomobile is so strong and so safe that it is sure to prove the most reliable machine, the cheapest in the end. It represents the utmost possible combination of strength and refinement, resulting in a safe vehicle of unlimited comfort and endurance. The possession of such a car, together with the benefits to be derived from doing business with a long experienced and well established organization, insures lasting satisfaction.

MODEL "M" CAR
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THE SIX-CYLINDER LOCOMOBILE

There are two very important reasons why the six-cylinder
principle is favored by so many motorists:

Minimum Vibration

Flexibility of Operation

These advantages make the six-cylinder car the most luxurious
type. Other motors can be made to give equal power and speed but no
motor, however it may be designed and built, can produce the
smoothness of running, the feeling of complete absence of machinery
— in short, the luxury of motion; made possible by the use of six
cylinders.

The six-cylinder Locomobile is the logical choice of the
discriminating motorist who wishes to buy a "Six". It is the most
beautiful, the most luxurious, the easiest riding "Six" on the
market.

Beauty and distinctiveness of appearance are displayed in the
lines of the body; in the compact motor bonnet that eliminates the
ungainly effect of most " Sixes"; in the absence of all external
hinges and door handles; in the unencumbered running boards; and in
the extra tires, carried at the rear. The low lines of the car are
most attractive, and the passengers are seated low in the body,
which provides a feeling of security with consequent relaxation and
enjoyment. The ten-inch upholstery is a remarkable point of
superiority. Luxury is illustrated by such features as the
upholstering of the inside of the doors and the carpeting of the
wood work near the sides and bottom of the tonneau which is
ordinarily exposed, and as a result, marred and scratched. The
extra seats are exceptionally comfortable, the body being supported
the entire length of the back instead of across the shoulders only,
as is usual. Running boards are wide, covered with a special
linoleum very handsome in appearance, and the shield extending to
the frame is so arranged that rain water drains off. The foot rest
is a brass rod lightly knurled to prevent the feet from slipping.
Cocoa mats are used in all open cars. A handsome cape top is
provided, light and strong, and made from durable water-proof
material. The coat rail may be adjusted to suit the wraps to be
carried.

The Locomobile "Six" is the fastest car, the best hill climber
we ever built, and slows down to a foot pace and then speeds up
without shifting gears. Years of experience and study of alloy
steel have enabled us to reduce the weight of the touring car to
such a point that one horse-power is provided for every fifty-seven
pounds of weight, and without sacrificing any of the reliability
for which our car is famous. Tire economy is another strong point
of superiority. A customer in Kansas reports that the original
tires are still on his "Six", unpunctured and in good condition,
after 4500 miles of use. We have had excellent reports of tire
economy. Conditions are favorable to moderate tire wear and for six
reasons: moderate weight; proper balance; free action of the
differential, thus preventing grinding action on the rubber; strong
but light rear axle, reducing the dead load on the rear tires;
large tire sizes; minimum of side sway and thus minimum of side
stress on tires.

Economy of fuel consumption is still another very important
advantage of our "Six". The touring car has frequently been driven
12 miles on a gallon of fuel. One of our customers drove his "Six"
over the mountain roads from Los Angeles to Santa Barbara with
seven up, covering eleven miles to the gallon. Another customer
reports 14^ miles to the gallon from a "Six" Torpedo. Good reports
in this direction are invariable. The reasons why the Locomobile
"Six" uses less fuel than others of the same size and power are as
follows: Moderate weight; special carbureter; minimum loss of power
in transmission mechanism.

From a mechanical standpoint the Locomobile "Six" strongly
excels. Owing to the necessary length of a six-cylinder motor, the
strength of the crank-case, crank-shaft and cam-shafts becomes an
important matter. The Locomobile crank-case is government bronze
and never gives trouble; the crank-shaft and cam-shafts are vastly
stronger than they need be. The crank-shaft has seven main
bearings, one between each connecting rod. The cam-shafts have all
cams integral. While surface cracks only m [...]


